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Document Processing Center (TS-790)

Office of Toxic Substances

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

401 M Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460 88940089339
ATTN: 8(e) Coordinator

il

SUBJECT: ETHYLENE DIBROMIDE (EDB) SPILL FROM SHELL CHEMICAL
COMPANY’S BELPRE, OHIO PLANT INTO OHIO RIVER IS NOT
DISSIPATING AS RAPIDLY AS ANTICIPATED

Dear Sir:

The following information is submitted under Tsca 8(e).

Ethylene Dibromide (EDB) entered a nearby creek in the runoff of
water used to fight a fire which occurred at Shell’s Belpre, Ohio
Chemical Plant on May 27, 1994. On June 3, 1994 Shell reported
that concentrations of EDB in the Ohio river were in the range of
5-7 ppb, a level below the EPA 10-day Health Advisory Level of 8
ppb. After approximately 3 weeks, EDB concentrations in the Ohio
river are still 2-3 ppb. Since the reported half-life for EDB when
spilled into a river has been reported to be approximately one day
(EPA, 1982), it appears that the expected half-life for removal
from the Ohio river is being exceeded.

This report is filed to provide information EPA may find useful.
In no way is it intended as a waiver of any rights or privileges
belonging to Shell 0il Company as the reporting corporation, its
agents or employees. The reporting corporation, its agents and
employees, reserve the right to object to this report’s use or
admissibility in any subsequent judicial or administrative
pProceeding against the corporation, its agents or employees.

This report has been compiled based on information available as of
the date of filing. The corporation, its agents and employees
reserve the right to supplement the data contained in this report,
and to revise and amend any conclusions drawn therefrom.

This report contains no confidential business information.
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The following person should be contacted if you have questions or
a need for discussion.

J. C. Willett

Manager, Product Safety and Compliance
Shell 0il Company

P.O. Box 4320

Houston, TX 77210

Telephone No. 713-241-6958

Fax. 713-241-3325

Ve uly yours,

e —a

R. N. Shulman, General Manager
Health, Safety, and Environment
Shell 0il Company

THG/sjh
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R.N. Shulman
General Manager
Health, Safety, and Environment OFFICE OF

. PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND
Shell Oil Company TOXIC S s
One Shell Plaza

Houston, Texas 77210

P.O. Box 4320 | uov 0 h 1991'

EPA acknowledges the receipt of information submitted by
your organization under Section 8(e) of the Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA). For your reference, copies of the first
page(s) of your submission(s) are enclosed and display the Tsca
§8(e) Document Control Number (e.q., 8EHQ-00-0000) assigned by
EPA to your submission(s).

supplementa nforma and refer
8 page for "EPA Information Requests" .
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All TSCA 8(e) submissions are placed in the public files
unless confidentiality is claimed according to the procedures
outlined in Part X of EPA's TSCA §8(e) policy statement (43 FR
11110, March 16, 1978). Confidential submissions received
pursuant to the TSCA §8(e) Compliance Audit Program (CAP) should
already contain information supporting confidentiality claims.
This information is required and should be submitted if not done
'So previously. To substantiate claims, submit responses to the
- questions in the enclosure "Support Information for Confiden-
tiality Claims®. This same enclosure is used to support
confidentiality claims for non-CAP submissions.

Please address any further correspondence with the Agency
related to this TSCA 8(e) submission to:

Document Processing Center (7407)

Attn: TSCA Section 8(e) Coordinator
gffice of Pollution Prevention and Toxics
¥S. Environmental Protection Agency

e on, D.C. 20460-0001

EPA looks forward to continued cooperation with YOur
organization in its ongoing efforts to evaluate and manage
potential risks posed by chemicals to health and the environment.

since;aly,
Ter R. O'Bryan
Enclosure ) 3 O 88 A Risk Analysis Branch
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